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English Language and Composition (Honors)—Summer Reading Assignment 2020 

 

Ms. Wright 

 
 

 

 

 

REQUIRED SUMMER READING #1 

Thank You for Arguing: What Aristotle, Lincoln, and Homer 

Simpson Can Teach Us About the Art of Persuasion 

**Revised & Updated 4th Edition** 

ISBN: 978-0593237380    
  

 
 

Welcome to English Language and Composition (Honors) 

 

Summer Assignment Task 1: Building Your Rhetorical Toolbox (use a multi-subject spiral-bound notebook) 

 

As you read Thank You for Arguing, you will need to begin collecting argumentative tips, tricks, terms, and techniques 

(including alliteration ☺). The notebook, which you will begin here, will be expanded and added to throughout your year 

in this course. Make a list of the tools and strategies discussed in the book (Use the entire book for this and not just 

summaries that you find sprinkled throughout). This task is not intended for you to create a list of vocabulary words; 

rather, your toolbox should contain the elements of rhetoric and persuasion that you noticed along with how they work 

and why. You should also include any nuggets of wisdom or humor that you find in Heinrichs’s writing. You will notice 

that I’m purposely not giving you a minimum number of tools for you to include; this is intentional. You are now enrolled 

in the equivalent of a college class and, as such, you should be able to self-regulate how many you think should be 

included since you will be studying these and using them in your own writing throughout the year. That being said, if you 

come to class with a list of tools in your notebook that reveals a lack of engagement with the assignment (too 

few…undeveloped entries, etc.), be prepared for the low marks that will result from your choices. Your Toolbox will be 

collected the first full day of classes.  

 

 

Keep reading to see the second portion of your Rhetorical Toolbox! 
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REQUIRED SUMMER READING #2- 

CHOOSE ONE OF THE FOLLOWING 

Educated: A Memoir  

ISBN: 978-0399590504 

---OR--- 

Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in 

America ISBN: 978-0312626686 

Summer Assignment Task 2: Student Selected Non-fiction Text 

You must choose either Educated by Tara Westover or Nickel and Dimed by Barbara Ehrenreich. 

For your non-fiction text of choice from the two options, read and then complete the following assignment (in a new 

section of your Rhetorical Toolbox): 

Top Five Passages: Select the five most influential passages that illustrate interesting arguments in the text. For each 

passage: 

1. Write the passage (for especially long passages…longer than ten sentences, you may write the first three

sentences then an ellipsis (…) and the final sentence), complete with page number citation in MLA format.

This should be written in a new section of your spiral notebook.

2. Discuss the use of this passage in the context of the entire book. Why did you select this passage? How does a

thorough understanding of this passage play an important role in understanding the author’s purpose?

Remember, in order to answer this question you must identify the author’s purpose…what is he/she trying to

accomplish with this text?

Come to class with your Rhetorical Toolbox in hand. Notebooks submitted after that will be considered late and be 

marked down according to the policy outlined in our syllabus. 

Summer Reading expectations: 

All students who enroll on or before August 20, 2020 must read the books assigned for their course and complete this 

summer reading assignment. 

All students who enroll on or after August 21, 2020 should begin reading the summer reading books upon enrollment and 

email the teacher for details about assignment expectations. 

All new and returning students should bring a copy of the assigned novels with them on the first day of class. 

*Resource credit given to Kristin Crombie-Stotik*


