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Finding your Literary Voice (Honors)–Summer Reading Assignment 2020 

Mrs. DiGalbo 

 

 REQUIRED SUMMER READING—READ BOTH:                                                      

1. The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates                                 

ISBN 978-0-385-52820-7        

 

2. The Alchemist   
               ISBN 978-0-0623-1500-7                                                                                              

 

 

 

Welcome to Finding your Literary Voice (Honors)! 

Our first reading selections, which will be completed over the summer, are The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two 

Fates and The Alchemist.  

 

A memoir, The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates, is a story that examines social inequality and explores the 

struggle for survival of two boys who grew up in the unforgivingly tough neighborhoods of downtown Baltimore. 

 

An unforgettable story, The Alchemist, is about the importance of listening to our hearts and, above all else, following our 

dreams. 

 

The reading of both books and two short essays (one for each title) will be completed prior to the first day of class. 

The assignments will be collected for a grade, and there will be an assessment on both titles within the first two weeks of 

class. Begin your reading early. 

 

Due Date: The first day of class 

 

Come to class with your printed essays in hand.  Essays submitted after that will be considered late and be marked 

down according to the policy outlined in our syllabus. 

 

Summer Reading expectations: 

 

All students who enroll on or before August 20, 2020 must read the book(s) assigned for their course and complete this 

summer reading assignment. 

 

All students who enroll on or after August 21, 2020 should begin reading the summer reading book(s) upon enrollment 

and email the teacher for details about assignment expectations.  

 

All new and returning students should bring a copy of the assigned novel(s) with them on the first day of class. 
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Summer Essay #1 Requirements: The Other Wes Moore: One Name, Two Fates   

 

Directions:  

1. Using complete sentences, respond to ONLY ONE of the prompts below for The Other Wes Moore           

Length: 250 words. 

A. In what ways do the families and community members of the two boys influence their choices? What 

are the expectations of the families and community members for them? How did they fill 

expectations? Be sure to include examples from the text to support your arguments. 

  

B. The author says, “I guess it’s hard sometimes to distinguish between second chances and last 

chances” (Moore 67). What was the “last chance” each experienced, and what did he do with the 

situation?  Be sure to include examples from the text to support your arguments. 

2. MLA Format: Your paper should be typed in MLA format, including a title, 12pt. Times New Roman type, 

double spaced, with 1” margins all around, and page numbers. Be mindful of spelling and grammar. Show the 

word count at the bottom of your paper. 

3. Essay Content: 

 Opening paragraph 

 Thesis statement or central idea (this statement needs to appear in the opening paragraph) 

 Support your work with evidence from the text 

 Body paragraph(s) with a topic sentences for each body paragraph 

 Closing paragraph 

 Scoring: Refer to the attached Rubric 
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Summer Essay #2 Requirements: The Alchemist 

 

Directions:  

1. Using complete sentences, respond to ONLY ONE of the prompts below for The Alchemist.                           

Length: 250 words.   

                             . 

A. Was Santiago's father's prediction that Santiago would find his true treasure at home accurate? 

Explain your answer and use supporting details from the text. 

 

B. How does the concept of full circle apply to this novel? Use specific examples from the text to 

support your answer. 

2. MLA Format: Your paper should be typed in MLA format, including a title, 12pt. Times New Roman typeface, 

double spaced, with 1” margins all around, and page numbers. Be mindful of spelling and grammar. Show the 

word count at the bottom of your paper. 

3. Essay Content: 

 Opening paragraph 

 Thesis statement or central idea (this statement needs to appear in the opening paragraph) 

 Support your work with evidence from the text 

 Body paragraph(s) with a topic sentences for each body paragraph 

 Closing paragraph 

 Scoring: Refer to the attached Rubric 

 

 

 

Scoring Tool 

 

 Element 

 

5                                                        4                                                                                                                   

       

3                            2                                                                                         1 

 

Points Earned 

Content 
Exhibits knowledge of the story, 

includes important facts and/or support. 

Exhibits some 

knowledge of the 

story 

No details from the 

story or major 

inaccuracies.  

 

Writing 

Technique 

Uses proper spelling and punctuation. 

Grammar and sentence structure are 

appropriate. 

Some mistakes. 

Displays a lack of 

attention for rules of 

writing. 

 

MLA Format 

 

Format followed including: Name, 

teacher, class/block and date, title, type 

size and type style, margins and page 

numbers. 

Some elements of 

MLA format present 
MLA format not evident 

 

Total Points 
 

  

 

 

                      15 

 

 

 


