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English 12 British Literature–Summer Reading Assignment 2018 

Mrs. DiGalbo 

 

       REQUIRED SUMMER READING—READ BOTH:                                                      

1. Atonement (McEwen-2001)                                                                                                                                                                               
ISBN: 978-0-38572-179-0 

 

2. 1984 (Orwell 1949)                                                                                                                                  
ISBN: 978-0-451-52493-5                                                                                                                                                                                                  

 

 

 

 

Welcome to English 12 British Literature! 

Our first reading selections, which will be completed over the summer, are Atonement and 1984.  

 
The reading of both books and two short essays (one for each title) will be completed prior to 

the first day of class. The assignments will be collected for a grade, and there will be an 

assessment on both titles within the first two weeks of class. Begin your reading early. 

 
Due Date: The first day of class 
 
Come to class with your printed essays in hand.  Essays submitted after that will be considered 
late and be marked down according to the policy outlined in our syllabus. 
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Summer Essay #1 Requirements: Atonement 
 
Directions:  

1. Using complete sentences, respond to ONLY ONE of the prompts below for Atonement. 

Length: 250 words. 

A. The idea of atonement is not a surprising theme, given the title of the book. 

Who is the character that decides he/she needs to atone for his/her sins? Why does this 

character feel the way he/she does? Do you think this character is genuine in his/her desire 

to make things right? Why or why not?  

 

B. The vase becomes a symbolic item in this story, with its glorious return to the family, then 

its breaking, repair, and then eventual demise. What is the story of the vase's return to the 

family? How does the vase become broken in the first place? What does the breaking and 

repair of the vase seem to symbolize in relation to the relationship between Robbie and 

Cecilia? 

2. MLA Format: Your paper should be typed and in MLA format, including a title, 12pt. Times New 

Roman type, double spaced, with 1” margins all around, and page numbers. Be mindful of 

spelling and grammar. Show the word count at the bottom of your paper. 

3. Essay Content: 

 Opening paragraph 

 Thesis statement or central idea (this statement needs to appear in the opening 

paragraph) 

 Support your work with evidence from the text 

 Body paragraph(s) with a topic sentences for each body paragraph 

 Closing paragraph 

 Scoring: Refer to the attached Rubric 
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Summer Essay #2 Requirements: 1984 
 
Directions:  

1. Using complete sentences, respond to the prompt below for 1984. Length: 250 words. 

One of the most important warnings in 1984 is that the past can be erased and history can be 

changed. "Who controls the past, controls the future: who controls the present controls the 

past.” Write a short essay on a real historical event about which historians disagree. Be sure to 

show both sides, and in the conclusion, explain what you think really happened and why. 

 

2. MLA Format: Your paper should be typed and in MLA format, including a title, 12pt. Times New 

Roman type, double spaced, with 1” margins all around, and page numbers. Be mindful of 

spelling and grammar. Show the word count at the bottom of your paper. 

3. Essay Content: 

 Opening paragraph 

 Thesis statement or central idea (this statement needs to appear in the opening 

paragraph) 

 Support your work with evidence from the text 

 Body paragraph(s) with a topic sentences for each body paragraph 

 Closing paragraph 

 Scoring: Refer to the attached Rubric 
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Scoring Tool 
 

 Element 
 
5                                                  4                                                                                                                   
       

3                        2                                                                         1 
 
Points Earned 

Content 
Exhibits knowledge of the story, 
includes important facts and/or 
support. 

Exhibits some 
knowledge of the 
story 

No details from the 
story or major 
inaccuracies.  

 

Writing 
Technique 

Uses proper spelling and 
punctuation. Grammar and 
sentence structure are 
appropriate. 

Some mistakes. 
Displays a lack of 
attention for rules of 
writing. 

 

MLA Format 
 

Format followed including: Name, 
teacher, class/block and date, 
title, type size and type style, 
margins and page numbers. 

Some elements 
of MLA format 
present 

MLA format not 
evident 

 

Total Points 
 

  
 
 
                      15 

 

 


