
World History Honors Summer Reading Assignments 2018-2019 

In order to complete your summer reading, you need to purchase a copy of the Second Edition of Ways of the 
World: A Brief Global History with Sources by Robert W. Strayer.  This book is available to you from the 
Follett Bookstore on the Oldfields website.  You may also purchase it from Amazon, Chegg, etc.  However, 
you must make sure you have the Third Edition for the AP Course.  A picture of it is below so that there 
can be no confusion about what book you need.  There is also a two-volume version of this book.  If you 
purchase the two-volume version, you must have both books. 

In order to prepare for class, you need to read the first three chapters of this book.  As you read, you should be 
paying attention to the key terms at the end of each chapter.  You should also create note cards for each of 
the terms listed below.  Make sure that your note cards include what the term is and why it is important. 

Gathering and Hunting Peoples 
Pastoral Societies 
Neolithic Revolution/Agricultural Revolution 
Mesopotamia 
Sumerian Civilization 
Cuneiform 
Polytheism 
Ziggurats 
Babylon 
Code of Hammurabi 
Hittites 
Assyrians 
Egyptian Civlization 
Pharaohs 
Hieroglyphics 
Hatshepsut 
Indus Valley Civilization 
Mohenjo-Daro 
Bantu Migrations 

THIS IS THE BOOK YOU MUST HAVE! 
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Shang Dyansty 
Mandate of Heaven 
Zhou Dynasty 
 
Once you have created your note cards, you will need to study them.  You should be prepared for a reading 
quiz on these terms.  In order to succeed, you must know both what the term means and why it is 
important.  You should be focusing on how each of these terms contributed to the development and changes 
of the earliest civilizations. 
 
You also will need to write a brief essay of 3-4 pages double-spaced addressing the following prompt: 
 
Strayer spends a good deal of time discussing what we mean by “civilization.”  Based on your reading, what do 
we mean by the term “civilization?”  Do you think it is a useful term?  If so, how is it useful?  If not, how would 
you describe this period instead?  Why did civilizations and/or states emerge during this period?  What was the 
most important development that contributed to this change? 


